
EXPLORING PHILLIPS’ EDUCATIONAL FUTURE
EVALUATING INDEPENDENCE FROM MSAD 58
The withdrawal process is quite detailed, involving approximately 22 steps, each ensuring that the decision is carefully evaluated and planned. Importantly, a town can withdraw from the process at any time if it decides not to proceed further. Exploring this process is often seen as an effort to assess whether withdrawal is a practical and beneficial solution for the community.
Reasons Phillips may wish to explore withdrawing from the school district:
Local Control: To have more say in decisions about your schools, like curriculum, staffing, or budgets.
Cost Concerns: Is Phillips paying more into the district than it benefits from?
Quality of Education: The current district isn't meeting the educational needs of its students, and the town believes they can provide better services independently.
Community Identity: Schools are often a big part of a town's identity. Some towns might want their schools to reflect their unique values and priorities.
Budget Concerns: Phillips may wish to take this step due to ever-increasing budget requests, as seen with MSAD 58, despite declining student enrollment and low student performance outcomes compared to national standards. 
Lack of Fiscal Responsibility: Concerns that the current board and administration have failed to consider the town's ability to reasonably afford the continual budget increases each year. This is particularly troubling when taxpayers are legally obligated only to fund academic education, yet the district continues to expand the teacher base and extracurricular activities, regardless of the financial burden on the town.
TOWN INFORMATION MEETING: MAY 5TH, 7PM @ THE PACC
TOWN VOTE: MAY 20TH
Your YES vote simply starts the conversation—it does not commit the town to withdrawal but rather opens the door to explore whether this option is in the best interest of the community. 
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